REL Notes—Furnishing Plan
Primary Sources

M[artha]. Washington to Col. Nicholas Rogers, Mount Vernon, Sept 10th 1801, copy in hand of MCL(d), MCL-VHS (section 44)

--miniature by Robinson
“The only miniature I have of myself was painted by Mr. Robertson in 93. Mr. Peter will carry it to the City & endeavor to procure an early opportunity of sending it to you in Balt.  The lock of hair you requested I enclose in this letter—mine is with the picture.”  (Says has highest regard for him.)
Ann C. Robinson to MFC, n.d. [c. 1810]. MCL-VHS (9)

--books at Arlington/Psalms with Scott’s notes

“If you can spare your volume of the Psalms with Scott’s notes I wish you to lend it to Arianna to read when she goes to Tudor Place.”

M[ary] M[eade] to MFC, Lucky Hit, January 9th 1815, MCL-VHS (9)

--books at Arlington/ Hannah Moore

Mentions sending strictures on female education
GWP C[ustis] to Dearest Wife [MFC], Arlington House, 20th August 1822, MCL-VHS 

--refurbishing Arlington/ blinds 

“…your blinds are hung & rooms almost ready….”

E[liza] P. Custis to GWP Custis,  Sunday 15th, n.d. [pre-1831], MCL (d) Papers, VHS

-- Trumbull Portrait of Martha Washington at Arlington

“our good Billy & his Son Custis go to your house, & carry my beloved picture to your care.  I beg you will let them both assist you to hang it up in your house—I commit it to your most watchful care my dear Brother   it is in danger of further crazg but nothing can be done      Col Trumbull varnishd  it—& says it must not have more—no one must copy this picture but I mentioned this point before—I beg you to order that when the room is swept the windows may be open to have as little dust as possible—I do not know if the place between the windows, or over the door will be best but my good Billy will consult with you—you will keep this dear Legacy of our blessed Grand mother…in case of my death you will keep it till yours.  I shall leave directions what is to be done with it afterwards….”   

MFC to GWPC, [Fort Monroe], n.d. [c. summer 1831], Custis/Le/ Mason, LoV

--table/ mahogany tray/candlestick/floor cloth
(Clear that MFC is visiting Mary and Robert at Fort Monroe) “Mary thanks you for the Candlesticks....Will you let Eleanor take some of my butter money and get another Breadth of the floor cloth as it is too narrow and another breadth will cover her little diningroom....The mahogany Tray did not come.  I suppose Green will not get it ready till the table’s done which he promised to send by the next boat—at that time aso you can send the breadth of baise which we think very pretty....” 

MCL to MFC, “Tuesday”, n.d. [c. summer 1833—Boo born, speaks of currants and gooseberries],  Custis, Lee, Mason family Papers, LoV
--MCL has room downstairs

“...bring my carved comb down with you its in the closet in my old room down stairs....”

MCL to MFC, September 1st 1833, Custis-Lee-Mason Papers, LoV

--biscuit baker

“Lorenzo...has presented me with a very nice biscuit baker which I find answers many purposes & roasts meat & chickens very nicely.”

George WP Custis to Dearest Wife [MFC], Arlington House, 3 Sept 1833, MCL-VHS

--knife with GW insignia

“A Mr Bale a distant relative of Genl Washington by the mother’s side, pleased with my Stanzas, has presented me with a beautiful knife having medallions in silver with a head of the General.  It has one fruit blade, and two fine pen knife blades, & I present it to my dear Wife—”

REL and MCL to CCL, Ft. Monroe, 14th April 1834, photstat, EA-LC

-- GWPC paintings
“The major was in his general health & spirits & devoted his leisure from agricultural pursuits to Painting & Tragedy.  The large picture was not then ready for its exhibition in Wash—”
MCL to MFC, 28 April [1834?], DE-LC

--“Mary’s little chair”
“Nancy begs you will send down Mary’s little chair which she left in her room & which she wants very much.”

GWPC to “My dearest Children” [REL and MCL], Arlington House, 14th August 1838, TPA

--on West portraits

“Williams & Mec left us yesterday….Williams has copied your picture dear Robert by Wet, & made a good copy—He has finished my likeness for Mary, & a very capital picture he has made of it.—Your pictures my Dear Children are the principal ornaments of our parlour.  Robert’s is one of the best ever painted, by anyone, & Mary’s is good, but with some exceptions—”

MCL to [MFC], n.d, n.p [post 1838, appears to be from St. Louis], fragment, Custis, Lee, Mason family Papers, LoV

--portraits—Williams

“I am so anxious to have that portrait of daughter.  Do get Mr. Wms to paint it at once & sent it [sic] to me as there will [be] many opportunities when Congress rises[.]  I should like very much if he should take one of you [o]f a small size which I could carry about the size of that one of Mr. Washington Hood I think I should prefer it to a large one & I would like him to take you without  your cap which [sho]uld do very well in this warm weather—You [can]not know what a comfort it would be to me [to have] these pictures to look upon.”   

MCL to Mrs. A. Talcott, St. Louis, January 1st, 1839, Talcott Family Papers, VHS

--REL writing desk

Mentions “Robert’s writing desk.”

MCL to MFC, [St. Louis, c. winter 1839],fragment, Custis-Le-Mason Papers, LoV

--books 
“I have arranged my [b]ooks & shall now commence the Life of Washington as I feel more settled.  I have been reading some beautiful poetry of Coleridge, Shelly, Wordsworth  some French books lent to me by Mrs. Cabane & other little things among them Goldsmith’s life & poems. Custis has read considerably in that Book Mr. Dana gave him ‘Todd’s Lectures to children & seems quite interested.”   

MCL to MFC, [St. Louis, c. winter 1839],fragment, Custis-Lee-Mason Papers, LoV

--portrait of daughter by Williams

“I am anxious  to have that portrait of daughter. Do get Mr Wms to paint it at once & sent [sic] it to me as there will [be] many opportunities when Congress rises.” 

n.b. Cousin William Williams of Tudor Place noted amateur artist

George WP Custis to Dearest Wife, Arlington House, Aug 31, 1839, MCL-VHS

--pictures (GWCL)

“I am hard at work upon Mr. Boo’s picture which I have taken down & greatly improved.”

MCL to MFC, “Phila Sunday morning” [April 1844], DE-LC

--children’s toys:  animals; leather trunk

“Lucia gave Custis a box of beautiful toys containing an elephant a monkey & many other animals all admirable imitations & his Father has bought him a small leather trunk with which he is much charmed.”

REL to GWCL, Fort Hamilton, NY, 1 June 1844, DE-LC

--childen’s toys:  iron hoop

Says Rooney learning to swim and “He has an iron hoop with which he is much pleased & anticipates much pleasure in teaching you to roll it.”
MCL to MFC, Fort Hamilton 14th [c. Sept 1844], DE-LC

--children’s toys:  cup and ball

Mentions Annie has a “cup & ball”
REL to MCL, Fort Hamilton, NY, 21 Jany 1846, DE-LC

--children’s toys:  paper dolls

“You don’t mention Annie & Agnes, but I suppose they are well & have as much paper strewed on the floor as usual.”

MFC to “Miss Caroline” [Peter], Arlington, Feb. 20, 1851, LCP-WL 

--letters and jar on mantle at Arlington
“My unanswered letters stand on the top of the jar on the mantelpiece.”

MFC to GWCL, Arlington, October 15th [c.1851], Custis, Lee , Mason Family Papers, LoV

--letters on mantle piece

(Speaks of being in Baltimore and of GWCL’s “difficulty” at West Point, which took place in 1851)  “...but since my return home I find a letter on my mantle piece from you....” 


MFC to “My dear Grandson” [GWCL], [Arlington] Dec 5, 1851, DE-LC

--children’s toys:  “paper babies”

“Anny and Agnes…are lazy little things….There is only one subject on which they are diligent and that is cutting up paper into babys [sic] and dresses and articles of furniture and strewing them about so that you may trace their movements wherever they go.”

MCL and REL to “My dear Mr. Boo” [GWCL], Baltimore 1 Feb 1852, DE-LC

--children’s toys:  dolls

“Milly has…Jenny Lind & Angelina beautifully dressed to keep her company all the time & is very happy in her room making tea parties for them….”

ALJ, LFP-VHS

--what they read at Arlington

12/24/52:  Christmas presents include Angel over the Right Shoulder and The Distant Hills

3/2/ 53:  mentions the arrival of Harpers, letters written my Napoleon to Josephine “after on[e] of his great battles.  I wonder how she ever read it.  Such scribbling.”

3/16/53:  Lydia Sigourney:  “Examples of Life and Death”

8/8/53:  Abbot’s Young Christians; [William] Pinnock’s Goldsmith’s England
MCW Diary, October 28, 1853, AHA

--Arlington still candlelit in 1853

Speaks of “evening candles” being lit and that a “cheerful fire blazed”.

MCW Diary, November 1, 1853, AHA

--paintings in hall at Arlington

See this entry for detailed description of paintings at Arlington

REL to MCW, West Point 28 February 1854, SH

--pen wiper

“The pen wiper is beautiful & the best I have ever seen.  I have as yet been only able to admire it.  To use it never, , nor can I make up my mind to touch it, but with an unsoiled pen.

MCL (d)Sheet Music, bound volume, 1850s, SH

--what girls played on piano

Many sheets of music inscribed to MCL(d), some from Cousin Markie (MCW), including Marches (“The Road to Monterrey”) Ballads from Scotland, som “The Ladies of Petersburg” presaging tragedy—religious tunes—some glorifying death and dying  

REL to MCL, Jefferson Bks, Mo: 5 Aug 1855, LFP-VHS

--pictures and placement
“Tell me how the Pictures bore the travel & seclusion.  Do not forget Mr. Weirs.  It will require a nice frame. Something like the Battle piece.  I concur with you in thinking your fathers battle pieces would look better in a line with Washington & Col Parke & smaller pictures interspersed among them.”  

REL to MCL, Jefferson Bks, 20 Aug 1855, Edward Jennings Lee Papers, VHS

--West Point parlor furniture/ hall table/ bookcases/ harpsichord & organ/chairs

“I think it is better to write for the furniture you want from W. P. while Mr Smith is there....The picture had better come by Express.  I will not be ready to varnish before next spring.  I am glad you are going to have the book cases repaired.  What will you do with the old harpsichord & organ[?] The former will not be appropriate for the room, & the latter ought to give place to the Hall table at W.P.   Renwick could make you another pair of chairs, similar to the present, & the lounge, table & 4 chairs would be sufficient.  If you have them made recollect to have them oiled before being varnished, or the colour will be too light.”  

Blanche Berard to mother, April 18, 1856, in “Arlington and Mount Vernon, 1856 (in notebook)

--Arlington parlor

“On the right of the hall opens a room, which a sort of archway divides in two, a large & smaller apartment.  I said to Markie ‘I like this room; it is not the least bit in order,’—‘Yes’ she replied ‘perhaps you think as Mrs Pierce (Mrs. President) remarked of it the other day ‘it is a pre-eminently Social room.’”

Blanche Berard to mother, April 18, 1856, in “Arlington and Mount Vernon, 1856 (in notebook)

--Arlington bedrooms

Says the bedrooms “are all large, but we should think them terribly unfurnished.”

Blanche Berard to mother, April 18, 1856, in “Arlington and Mount Vernon, 1856” (in notebook--Arlington)

--GWPC studio

“I went into the old gentleman’s studio:  You know he is quite an amateur artist.  The picture on which he is now at work is ‘The Battle of Trenton….’ ‘The Chief’ as he delights to call him is an admirable figure.  Mr. Custis hopes to soon begin another picture ‘the battle of Monmouth.’  He is quite enthusiastic about ‘Molly Pitcher’.”  

REL to MCL, Clear Fork of the Brazos, Texas, 12 Apl 1856, DE-LC

--on Weir portrait painted at West Point

“I am also truly sorry that you are not altogether satisfied with Mr. Weir’s portrait—Much allowance however must be made for him & it can hardly be considered more than a sketch.  He painted it at night that being the only part of the day I was not occupied, & the  strong light shining in my eyes was so painful that I was obliged to keep them shut except when he wanted them—I hope you did not at least express your disappointment to him.  He was very kind & earnest in his efforts & desired success.  I wished it as a present to you but he would not accept any compensation & said he desired to present it himself & made such a point of it that I had to yield.  As to the hair & moustache, they will be more like the original when I return.”

MCW Diary, August 11, 1856, AH

--GWPC’s studio/painting 

Thomas Crawford visiting Arlington:  “Uncle showed him the picture in the Hall & parlor & took him in his studio to see the battle of Trenton.  Such a scene of confusion as that Studio was—there by his Pallet [sic] & brushes on the floor (the paint side downwards) dust was a fraction of an inch deep upon everything—the old Mt. Vernon table was covered with paints and papers, the Harpsichord & Gen Washington’s old trunk, grey with dust—cobwebs festooned the room—but Mr. Crawford did not look astonished.”  
MCW Diary, Oct. 21, 1856, AHA

--Visit of President Pierce; Washington pictures 

   “Mildred completed her lessons in a few minutes after and I went out in the hall to see who had come.  Mary come [sic] out from the drawing room, telling me that the President had caught her in dishabille—that he had come over to see Uncle…. He asked to see Sharpless likeness of Washington as he said he thought that so peculiarly expressive of what he apprehended as the character of General Washington.  We asked them in the back parlor where it hung over the Mantle piece. Mildred was astonished to be molested in her lessons, by the intrusion of the President; however, she went on with her writing without paying attention.  I then went up stairs to get Grandmama Washington’s miniature, which they both seemed to admire extremely

REL notation on back of fragment painting proposal, 13 June 1858, MCL-VHS (section 21)

--dining room plastered 1858

“Proposals of Brown & Lioupa for plastering dining room at Arlington House.  Complete for $150.00

13 June 1858”
ACL to Helen Bratt, Arlington, Sept 19th [1858 or 59], LVP-WL

--greenhouse at Arlington

“We have a green house this year, but as yet have few flowers, nearly all our own raising from cuttings this summer if we succeed well, this winter by next year we will have a great many.  I am devoted to my flowers & have 24 little geraniums of my own raising plenty of parmese violets heliotropes & callas, it will look so sweetly.”

Benson Lossing to MCL, Poughkeepsee, NY, December 3, 1858, MCL-VHS

--pictures at Arlington

“I think you had better send me photographs or daguerreotypes of the following pictures at Arlington:

I.  Colonel Parke

II.  Mrs. Washington’s two children

III.  Your father, by Stearnes

IV.  His Sister Eleanor

n.b.  in connection with publication of GWPC Memoirs, which they are collaborating on
n.b.:  in MCL-VHS (section 57) there is a photograph of portrait of  Martha Parke Custis and on back in MCL (d) handwriting says “taken from the original Picture formerly at Arlington, Va.”  
Benson Lossing to MCL, Poukeepsie, December 3, 1858, MCL-VHS (section 27)

--portraits at Arlington; survey
Speaking of publishing recollections of her father.  “I think you had better send me photographs or daguerreotypes of the following pictures at Arlington:

I.  Colonel Parke

II.  Mrs Washington’s two children

III Your father, by Stearns

IV  His sister Eleanor
Please also send that survey which I returned to Col Lee, that a facsimile may be made of it.” 

Diary of William Oliver Webster, 18 March 1861, collection of William Webster 

--REL distracted/ /description of Arlington

“This morning the wind was in the north-east and blew very cold.   Uncle thot that we had not better go to Silver Spring as we had contemplated, but concluded that after breakfast we would take a walk over to Arlington, G.W. P. Custis’s old place, so accordingly after breakfast we started across lots to some steps we were soon on, one end of the plantation we took the road which led over to the schoolhouse on the place for the darkeys put up by Mrs. Custis,  but we seeing a foot-path leading off into the woods, we thought to make our journey as short as possible, so we took it and final[l]y wandered back to the very spot in the woods from whence we first started, then Uncle thought he would try it again so getting the direction as he thought we started on another foot-path and finding a road where teams had been lately after wood we followed on at random, and came out about a mile out of our way again, finding a house we went in and inquired the road and an old German woman went and put us on a straight road, so after about a mile we came to the door yard gate, we went to the tomb of Mr. Custis and wife then going to the house we inquired of the half-dozen darkeys that stood around we inquired for Mr. Lee whose wife has the use of the place while living so going into his office we found the Col., very busy.  We after introducing ourselves made known our business and he informed us that it was a private residence, and on Uncle’s telling him about Mr. Custis taking pleasures in showing strangers the relics of Washington, he colored up and said that his business kept him confined but would show us what little there was to be seen in five minutes.  On our rising to go he said he would show us out around thro’ the front door so passing through a bedroom he told us the bed was the one on which Washington slept, then going into the hall, he pointed out some portraits of the Patriots, and showed us the lantern which hung at Mount Vernon then taking us out into the porch (by which time he [Lee] got quite sociable) we had one of the finest prospects I ever beheld.  we could see the whole city, and down the river several miles, and the grounds of Mr Lee’s or rather Col. (as he is a U.S. officer and told us he had been home but a few days from the Comanche country) are laid out very romantic being in woodland and grass plats and very extensive made a beautiful scene to look upon.  after walking on a little way with us he asked us to step in and rest awhile but we not having time did not and bade him good bye.  we then took a straight line across to Mr. Vorses whose land joins Mr. Lee’s.  we staid there about an hour and got quite rested, then came home, and so ended my first visit to one of the Old families of Virginia who have descended from noble ancestors.”

N.b:  spelling/punc. as in original

MCL preface in CCCXXI Custis,  Memoirs of Washington 

--description of those in Arlington circle

40/  Nelly Custis:  “was considered on e of the most beautiful women of the day, to which her portrait at Arlington house, by Gilbert Stuart, bears testimony.  
REL to MCL, Richd, 8 May ’61, DE-LC (original LFP-VHS
--desk with drawer in office

“I should like if he [Custis] could get it the bit of Mexican pattern that was in the drawer of the desk in the office—”

“George”  [John G. ] Nicolay to Therena [Bates], May 31, 1861, in Nicolay Papers, Library of Congress
--John Nicolay visit to Arlington

Washington May 31st 1861

Dear Therena

     In company with John Hay and Bob Lincoln who is here on a short visit from college, I took, on yesterday afternoon my second horseback ride since I have been here.   We went across the Long Bridge over into Virginia where you know, many of our troops are now encamped.  They are engaged in throwing up earth breastworks to command the various approaches to the bridge, and judging from their appearance yesterday the soldiers are beginning fully to appreciate the earnest service of the campaign. “Passing” along (I mean this literally, for without a “pass” from Gen. Mansfield we could not have passed past the sentries, we went on up to Arlington House, situated on Arlington  Heights about which you have seen so much in the newspapers.  Arlington House is the old family mansion of the Custis family the relatives and descendants of Washington, and has one of the most beautiful situations imaginable –just opposite this city on a high sloping hill that rises up from the Potomac.  The house looks quite old—I don’t know when it was built, but it was evidently in its day a proud affair, and its arrangement, furniture, pictures &c at once carry one back to the good old “first family” days of Virginia, before her social decay had bred and engendered the treasonous reptiles that now wallow in the slime and mire of her political and moral corruption—In those days plantation grandeur atoned somewhat for their assumptions of family pride.  The furniture of the house was evidently “stylish” in its time. The chambers are filled up with family portraits—most of them very indifferent as works of art, of course.  Deers antlers, the trophies of the chase in the old days, are nailed up about the halls and passages, and altogether a historic and traditional atmosphere seemed to pervade the house such as I have not stood in for many a day.  In the garden we found an old negro at work who was born at Mt. Vernon before Gen. Washington’s death.  We asked him many questions—delighted him with introducing “Bob”—the Presidents son—in whom the old darkey expressed a lively interest—and fur=pleased with a gift of small change.  Altogether I dont know when I have passed so satisfactory and pleasant an afternoon.

     Last night I attended a reception at Secretary Sewards.

Your

           George

[MCW] to [MCL], Washington DC, July 13, 1861, DE-LC

--ACL “portfolio” and MCW wooden chest
—“Finding dear Annie’s portfolio & some other letters & things….I brought them away.”

“I took most of the things out of my large wooden chest, dear Cousin Mary & filled it with papers.”
“The Washington Relics,” Washington National Republican, January 28, 1862

--Washington relics taken from house

“The relics of Washington found at the Arlington House, have been artistically arranged by Cobb Lyon of Lyonsdale.”  Apparently on display at the Patent Office.  Articles include the Cincinnatus china, tea service give Martha Washington by Lafayette, sleeping tent of GW, field tent and portmanteau, mahogany cabinet, punch-bowl and blanket under which he died.

John McHarg to Rufus McHarg, Quartermaster Department, 1st brigade, Porters Division, Hall’s Hill, Va., Jan. 31, 1862, McHarg Family papers, Georgetown U. 

--description of Arlington, 1861 

“Arlington House, formerly the magnificent residence of the Rebel General Lee, is the Grand Depot upon this side of the river for all Quartermasters Stores, except Clothing & tents.  Of course I keep an open account there and go there too very often—My horse, whom I call ‘Dory’ after Theodore, knows the road well—I forget whether I ever told you bout his spot, fit only for a baronial residence, now converted into a vast office with desks and tables all occupied by clerks, the many marks upon their walls indicating a gallery of pictures, removed ‘tis true—in one instance a very large frame remains, the picture cut out in their great hasted to flee from their country home—There are still remaining in the halls some historical pictures of our Revolutionary War, and a least a dozen Deer,s Heads, Antlers & all—This place, you are aware, descended from the Custis family, relatives of Genl Washington & the Potomac for a long distance below—I know is surrounded by a dense and noble forest of great trees—these are undisturbed but the approach from Ball’s Cross Roads, which is the route that I take, once stripped by the soldiers to feed their camp fires—this is the case, universally & if the army remains on the ‘sacred soil’ until warm weather comes again there will be no wood at all left, nor fences either—as for houses, these are either burned down or by piece-meal being taken down & transferred by the soldiers to the various camps—even the bricks of the chimneys are ‘toted’ off with which to make tallybrnia (?) Fire Places in their tents.” 

Cousin Letitia [Jones]to MCL, fragment, n.d. [c. 1864; speaks of the end of the war being near], MCL(d) Papers, VHS (Section 24)
--furnishings/plunder at Arlington/parlor curtains
“Selina searched in vain for your handsome parlor curtains, but they were gone—and now, no doubt they are adorning some of the Yankees’ houses—We brought over your two new parlor carpets and one other, also some stair carpeting—Curtains Pictures and a few small articles—your handsome mantel clock, and a walking cane of your Father’s.

“I hope Roger will be able to get permission for some of the Furniture to be brought here, but I think it very doubtful….The Officer in charge, when we were there, said he had only been there a few days—but if he remained [he] would try and take care of the things, when Roger was over there last summer—you know he had the parlor furniture locked up—but it did not stay there very long—others had it brought down.

“I have heard it is the intention of the U.S. Government to use Arlington for a Hospital—also the Theological Seminary….The thefts & depredations there have been going on from the beginning.  I have heard that so called ‘Ladies’ have not hesitated to come off, boasting of their trophies the result of their pilfering….

“The Union people say they are in fine spirits & that the South is mainly subjugated & the war will soon be over.” 

REL to MCL(d), Near Petersburg, 25 Decr ’64, MCL-VHS (section 14, restricted)

--Washington mementoes lost at Kinlock (dressing case; ring; antique bust of Socrates)
“I was sorry to hear of the visit of the enemy to Kinlock, & fear the discovery of the dressing case may have added to the vigour of their search & probably to the distress of the family, as its ownership was apparent both on the exterior & interior.  I valued the case on account of its donor—but its loss does not detract from my kind recollection & appreciation of him.  I regret, however, that some trinkets that it contained should have fallen into hands for which they were not designed.  I cannot recall now what they were, as I had not opened it since I packed it away on first going to Texas.  I recollect among them was the ring containing Genl & Mrs Washington’s hair, with their initials in pearls, given me by your GrdMother & which I had bequeathed to Custis.  There was also an antique, the head of Socrates I think sent me by sister Mildred, which I left for Fitzhugh—there were some other little things I think for you girls, but I cannot recall them, & the case was designed for Bertus....I thought the case was at R[avensworth] & had I known it was at K[inlock] think it probable I should have made an effort to get it away—”

“Arlington and Its Proprietors”

Unidentified Newspaper clip, n.d. [c. early spring 1865]

In Benjamin B. French Scrapbook, BBF Papers-LC (Reel 13)

--Arlington at end of war:  paintings, books, furniture

“Mr. Custis took delight in paintings; but the six paintings now hanging in the hall of the Arlington mansion representing battles and Revolutionary incidents, painted by him, evince rather a sorry capacity in the author in that direction.  The walls of this mansion were, however, adorned with some fine specimens of the art.  Among them were several splendid original portraits of Washington—one by the elder Peale, another by Steuart [sic]; and there was also a beautiful portrait of his mother, by the latter- named artist. All these family pictures were taken away by the Lee family when they went into the rebellion.

“The mansion is now occupied by the officer in command of the post and his subordinates.  The dining hall is used as an office.  In this room are three old-fashioned book-cases, containing some four hundred volumes, principally old books—broken sets, and of very small value.  The parlor adjoining the hall is not occupied, the only article in it being a mahogany sideboard, which came from Mount Vernon.  In the parlor beyond are too [sic] sofas and six stuffed mahogany chairs, covered with scarlet velvet; two marble-top tables, a sideboard and a piano stool, matching the chairs.  On the walls are several coarse large portraits, and one or two fine oil paintings.  There are also two old engravings, of a classical, mythological character, hanging with the rest.  The room in the southerly wing, and used by Gen. Lee for his office, is now used as a bed-room; and all the upper part of the mansion is used for a like purpose.  The building is not injured.  The flower garden has been enclosed by a new fence, and is laid out and tastefully adorned this spring.”   

n.b.:  REL has not surrendered at the time this was written, article talks about the ongoing war; article contains many factual errors about the family, so description may also contain inaccuracies.

[Smith Lee],  A sketch of a hasty visit to dear old Arlington, n.d. [ 1865; MCL mentions visit of Uncle Smith to Arlington in letter of 9 Dec 1865] fragment, Mary Custis Lee Papers, VHS, Box 21

--furnishings left in house c. Sept 1865/paintings by Custis and Williams; maroon sofa and chairs; bureau; black French bedstead and wardrobe; marble table; buck horns; bookcases 

“….There I was met by the person who attends to the visitors—and was politely invited in—he having learnt my name from Selina—I was taken into the parlour, which is now an office, and in looking around, I recognized the three old bookcases nearly filled with the old books found up in the garret—The officer in charge, soon made his appearance, Inviting me to a seat &c—presently I asked to see the house and was taken to every room, except your chamber up stairs—and Mr C’s office in the South wing, which is now used as a private office—All the chambers were locked up—Here & there, I saw some of the old furniture—For instance the two maroon sofas—several chairs to match—an old ‘timey’ bureau—a small marble table—a black French bedstead, & wardrobe same color—The house was clean , and not injured any where that I could see,--The marble mantles in the dining room & parlour were not injured—some of the veneering had been taken off the side of the marble table by visitors—Most of Mr C’s paintings are still hanging up on both sides of the passage,--and the old Buckhorns are still standing.  In the reception room, & Rooms adjoining are the Williams’ paintings.  It seems everything has been taken away from the House saving the few things I have mentioned—and the officer in charge could give no account of them….”            
S.B. Medlar, National Cemetery, Arlington, May 18th 1866, photostat, Enoch Chase Papers, VHS

--items found in house 1864:  pictures, engravings, books, bookcase

Says took over the house in July 1864, not much left then.  Says lots of old books “scattered throughout the loft.”  Could not identify whole sets and no ownership markings  Left them in “the Book Case”.

“There were eight small engravings, and a large one of Genl. Washington found in the house when I went there.  None were found in the loft although a number of frames were there....

“The battle scenes, painted by the late G.W. P.Custis, two female portraits, two of Capt. Williams, and two other oil paintings, composed all the pictures I found in the house.

“One of the old servants of the Custis family...informed me that many of the books, papers, and other portable articles had been removed...by soldiers and other persons seeking curiosities.” 

Styll & Davis to REL, Richmond, May 26th 1866 in MCL-VHS (section 18)

--George Washington’s arm chair

“We perform a most pleasant duty in forwarding to you, according to the orders of the donor John S. Watkins of Baltimore, the accompanying chair....

 “This chair not only recalls the past as a family relic of the Custis family, but it was, by a singular good fortune, rescued from the flames which consumed the White House, and after many transitions became the property of the donor; who desires, as an humble tribute to you, to return it to its appropriate owners.

“It is an emblem of the past, ‘The Old Arm Chair’ in which George Washington was used to sit and think, and muse upon the destiny of his beloved country.

“We hope, under the circumstances, this token will be acceptable to you.  We regard it as an appropriate tribute to yourself and your family.  It of right belonged to Mrs. Lee, in a regular line of descent from her illustrious ancestor.  It can find none so worthy to occupy it as yourself, ho now, and will ever hereafter, occupy in the affections of your countrymen, that place, which in the hearts of our forefathers, was alone held by George Washington.”
   

MCL to “My dear Sir”, Lexington, 12 Sept 1866, AH

-Family Bible(lost after war)
“We have a faithful woman still at Arlington who was left in charge of the house who in vain exerted herself to save what was so dear to me from destruction—I am particularly anxious to recover my family Bible & a very old one with clasps.”

MCL to Mr. John Green, Lexington, October 1866, LFP, WL
--buffet and dining tables

Mentions a “beaufit” and circular dining tables
O[rville] H. Browning to MCL, Washington, Feby 24, 1869, photostat, Enoch Chase Papers, VHS

--list of items to be returned to MCL from Patent Office/ unspecified curtains

Says these are all items that MCL had inherited from her father and were then in Patent Office as “Washington Relics”

1 pair of Candelabras

1 Punch Bowl

42 Plates

16 Dishes

3 Finger Bowls

2 Vases

1 Table

1 Looking Glass

a lot of gilded ornaments

6 Sauce Bowls

1 Money Chest

1 Knife Case

1 Case for Silver

1 Box of Drawers

1 Wash Stand

1 Dressing Bureau

Window Curtains

4 Tents, Tentpoles and Pins

1 Blanket

Bed Curtains and Spread

Sarah Lois Wadley to Mother, Lexington, July 14, 1869 in DCCLXXVI  “A Post Bellum Visit”

--pictures at Lexington
586/  “They have in the parlour portraits of Gen. [George] Washington and his wife, the last ever taken; also of Miss Nelly Custis and her brother.  One picture of Miss Custis is one of the loveliest faces I ever saw.
Markie [Martha Custis Williams to MCL, Philadelphia, December 10, 1870, MCL-VHS (section 26)

--Washington relics, letters, books, gilt brackets, Hervieu painting of Arlington, Flemish pictures; Houdon bas relief of Washington

Markie looking through Arlington things that she snatched before Bull Run, finds it very upsetting, find several boxes of letters; a portfolio belonging to Annie or Agnes; a yellow silk bag containing scraps of dresses, including wedding dress worn by Martha Washington; a Greek book belonging to MCL and Lord Byron’s poems.  “Your Mt Vernon gilt brackets are all safely wrapped in news paper—In bringing them over some little pieces were knocked off and I saved the pieces & have put them carefully in paper—That little view of Arlington painted by Hervieu & one of those little old Flemish pictures that you said Papa gave you—Bozs Head—is among the things—Houdons’ [sic] Bas relief of Washington & a portfolio of Engravings—I did not see any little frames—” 

B[ritannia] [Peter] W Kennon to MCL(d), Tudor Place, Oct. 20th [c. 1871-75], fragment or combination of two letters, MCL-VHS

--portraits of John Custis, sea paintings, picture of young woman/ engravings/ antlers/ gilt-framed mirror from Mt Vernon/ gilt brackets from Mt Vernon/ books of engravings/frames/misc./ jewelry

“‘The fragile looking young female with flowers in hand’ is here also two portraits of I think Old Mr John Custis who married F. Parke, in addition to those I have in my garret, where they have all been for the last ten years all the pictures painted by dear Uncle, I think there are some of those old sea paintings, one or two engravings, antlers, a looking glass framed in gilt& two gilt brackets from Mt. Vernon, a tall glass shade for a candle or lamp, a glass globe for a lamp, & I may find some other little things that I cant [sic] think of at the moment. When I sent the frames, books of engravings, Uncle’s picture, engravings, &c &c. &c. two falls ago, dear Cousin Mary asked me to keep these things a little longer until she knew, or could find a place to put them….The two Custis portraits are both injured, one looks as if it had been punched with some tool….The little pearl pin to which you allude—I feel sure was the gift of my precious Mother to dear Cousin M. at the time of her marriage--& I believe has in it, Genl & Mrs W’s hair—I could tell in a moment by seeing it,--& comparing it with what I have.  about [sic] the buttons, pin, & ring, I cannot say, unless I could see the hair to compare it—I feel almost sure about pin mother gave having the Genl & Mrs W’s hair….[ missing a page or possibly from a different letter] And now dear Mary about your things.  You know I sent a wagon load of frames &c &c to your dear Mother about two years ago--& previously carpets, curtains, clocks &c &c &c so what remains now are as follows-- I believe

All of Uncles pictures

2 of Old John Custis

1 a Lady with a flower

1 looking glass from Mt Vernon

2 Gilt brackets

1 Glass Shade (tall) for a Candle

1 glass globe for lamp….[page missing or possibly from a different letter] Extract from Miss Wigfall’s Will ‘To Mrs Genl R.E. Lee I leave the pearl cross given me by her relative Mrs. Lear.  The pearls were part of a necklace given Mrs. Lee on the occasion of her wedding by her Aunt Mrs. Washington’….When you come & see me which I hope you will do soon as you can, bring your little trinkets--& I think I may be able by comparison to decide for you the hair, & whenever you will send for the pictures & I will see that they are properly delivered to the person directed to receive them.” 
E[mily] V. Mason to MCL, Balt[imore], Jany 22d [c 1872], MCL-VHS (section 26)

--portraits of Washingtons; Washington’s sword

Mason is quoting draft of section about Arlington for her book:  “It was an object of attraction to all visitors to Washington on account of its historical associations & the Washington relics collected & preserved by the patriotic Father of Mrs. Lee—Here were to be seen the original portraits of General and Mrs. Washington painted at the time of their marriage—the portraits of Mrs. Washington’s first husband Col Parke Custis—of many of his foregenitors and several remarkable pictures of the great revolutionary battles painted by Mr Custis whose delight it was to perpetuate upon canvas the features of one who had been to him a Father & to commemorate the important scenes in which he had been an actor.  Here also was to be seen Genl Washington’s sword (am I right?) & the bed upon which he died with many things connected with him of inferior interest....”

MCL to MCL(d), n.p., May 22d [c. 1872], MCL-VHS (section 26)

--thin sliver spoons

“Did you take one of those old thin silver spoons with you as one cannot be found anywhere.” 

MCL to George A Kinnear, 16th August 1873, LFP-WL

--paintings and books at Arlington

Speaking of paintings from Arlington which had sunk on canal boat, says they were “immersed in water especially those old family portraits….Let the things get perfectly dry because the leaves of those large books with the engravings will all stick together if they are the least damp.  The one with the Mexican views Genl brought from Mexico when there & I should very much regret if they were injured.’
MCL to George A Kinnear, n.d. [c. 1873], LFP-WL
--paintings from Arlington

Says that many pictures “almost destroyed though some “& those the finest, seem wonderfully preserved.”

? [Envelope notation says “Bella  Harrison” to MCL, Brndon, Oct 28, 1873, MCL-VHS (section 26)

--book:  old English poetry

Speaks of Agnes’s death and recalls that she asked for a book of “Old English Poetry” adding that “she had never come across it since her girlish days at Arlington.” 

MiCL to MCL(d), Rome, march 1st, 1875, MCL-VHS (section 36)
--books:  Bishop Meade’s work; books of engravings

“I dont [sic] know where Bishop Meades [sic] book can be—unless at the usual depositary for missing articles!  And in my other letters I told you those two books of engravings were in Ma’s wardrobe.” 

“Decoration Day, Washington Chronicle, May 30, 1876

--slaves have some family possessions/REL Bible
Author visits old slave quarters on trip to cemetery—gives and accurate description.  Meets a “colored dame” who said she had been waiting-maid to Mrs. Custis and Mrs. Lee.  Lived in quarters, earned a little money selling photographic views of the house.  “Lying on the table in her neat little parlor was a large family Bible bound in green morocco, with the initials R.E.L, those of General Robert E. Lee, stamped in gilt on one of the lids.” 

H.L. Wright to MCL(d), Darter Putnam Co Ind, June 23rd 1884, MCL-VHS

--Washington heirlooms from Arlington:  rings; shaving mugs and cans
“Miss M.E.[sic] Lee I received your letter some time ago but have been too Busy to reply but will do so now as stated before I have got the letters which I will inclose [sic] herein  I was the 2nd DC Vols while in the army and in the fall of 1864 was at white plain Va  I was not with the party that that [sic] raided the house of Mr. Turner and Did not get any of the Valuable articles that was taken from [the] house but only got some letters and others [sic] papers after they were thrown away by the Boys but I saw many Valuable things that they got there were 2 gold rings that was  thought contain a lock of Gen Washingtons hair which they got 20 Dols apiece for from the Sutler of the Regt  ther[e] was Razors and Shaving mugs and water cans and many other things which I do not remember now CM Alexander was Col of the Regt I believe  I have written all that I can remember now yours truly H.L. Wright”

B[ritannia] W K[ennon] to MCL(d), Tudor Place, Feby 4 [1892], MCL-VHS

--Washington Cincinnatus china

Says Mr. Lyon had visited Arlington and seen a broken piece of the Cincinnatus china on the ground and asked the commanding officer about it—he said it was nothing of value, but Lyons remonstrated because Mr. Custis had given him a piece of the china and he knew it had come from the Washingtons.  “It was said that the china was packed in a box in the clear.  If so it was broken open, for Mr. Lammon bought a dish of the same from a soldier who said he got it from Arlington ….”

Harrison H. Dodge to MCL(d), Mount Vernon, June 12, 1903, MCL-VHS (section 37)

--Martha Washington bed curtains

Thanks for gift of the “Bed Curtains worked by Martha Washington.”
Emily Montgomery Pitcher to [MCL(d)?], fragment, n.d., [post war], MCL-VHS (section 44)

--genealogical sampler

“It was worked by a Fitzhugh.  It begins

William Fitzhugh born Sept 4 1741xxAnn Randolph born May 13 1747 xx They were married April 2 1763 xx Lucy Fitzhugh born Nov 2 1771 died September 29 1777 xx Betty Randolph born Nov 20 1773 died Oct 1774

Some verses follow

Ann Randolph born June 30 1783

Martha Carter born Feb 28 1786 died Sept 29 1793 leaving this sampler unfinished &c &c

Mary Lee Fitzhugh born April 22 1788  

William Henry born March 8 1782 xx....

“...it was lost during the War  my husband left it hanging on the wall in a frame at the Arlington House 1862—He died the same year.”     

R E Lee, Jr. to Mary Custis Lee, Washington, DC, January 2, 1914, MCL-VHS (section 40)

--family pictures from Arlington/Mt. Vernon

See in notebook for extensive list of pictures of family members (including some not now known?) 

REL Jr to MCL(d), P.O. Burke Va., Oct. 11, 1907, MCL-VHS (section 37)

--camp stool, camp chair, mess chest, and other military items

“The camp stool, about which I spoke to you, had three legs, and a spare carpet seat fixed to the legs with nails or screws with large brass heads; it folded in a small compass.  I am pretty sure Mildred too it, and put it away with her effects.

“The broken, folding camp chair, you mention, was used by our mother, I think; I do not know that it was ever used by our father.  The panniers were probably used by our father during the Mexican war, and may have been used by him during the war of 1861-1865, though I do not remember to have seen them at this camp.  Col. Walter Taylor might know about this.....

“The mess chest was presented, I think, by Uncle Childe, and was used by our father in Texas; it was shipped with other effects to New York City early in 1861, and was there held up until after the war, when it was recovered.”  

Annie R. King and Elizabeth W. Allston to MCL(d), Mount Vernon, May 19, 1915, MCL-VHS
--return of hall lantern to Mount Vernon
“It is with great pride that the Ladies of the Mount Vernon Association accept the gift from Miss Mary Custis Lee of the lantern that once hung in the hall of Mount Vernon.”

E. J. Ayers to F. H. Shelton, Sept. of the Interior, Washington, Feb 17, 1920, typescript Enoch Chase Papers, VHS

--items bought from Lewis family, Clarke Co:  furniture, portraits, silver, mil souvenirs 
Says following list of items bought by authority of Congress, June 20, 1878 from the Lewis Family of Clarke CO to be kept in the Patent Office

One large mirror; two small mirrors

One dozen handsome parlor chairs

Two arm-chairs

One large easy-chair, in which the general sat a few minutes before his death

One double brass candlestick, by which the Farewell Address was written

Two silver-plated candlesticks

One large and two small plated waiters

One field glass, used in the Revolution

One spy-glass, also used in the war

One ledger, kept mostly by the General

Knives and forks

One plate cake-basket

One large mahogany box, in which silver plate was kept

Two mahogany footstools and three carpet-covered footstools

A portrait of Washington

The robe in which he was christened

Three silver-plated lamps

Half a dozen silver-plated salt-cellars

Thirty-six pieces of chinaware

One bedstead, presented to Mr. Lawrence Washington by his friend, Admiral Vernon, and by Lawrence left to his brother, the General

Several surveys made by the General himself

One marble-top table, four feet in length by three feet in breadth

One guitar, presented by General Washington to Miss Nellie Custis

Miniature portraits of General and Mrs. Washington on wood, painted by Trumbull

One shaving glass in frame, with drawer

An engraving of the Countess of Huntington, presented by her to General Washington

Several souvenirs of Washington’s consisting of ornamental works and household articles

In addition to these are many miscellaneous papers in Gen. Washington’s own handwriting, including chiefly records of surveys made by himself

In 1883 all of these relics were transferred to the Smithsonian.  At first the portrait was thought to be by Stuart.  Not signed but inscription on back  reads “1803  For Lorenzo Lewis”  Writer believed that Lewis family said it had been painted by Adolph Ulrich Wertmuller 
Remarks of Mrs. PR Alger, Annapolis, Md., 1957, MC Meigs Papers, 918, 202), Reel 16, LC

--Mrs. Meigs recollections of Arlington/turkey red curtains, murals/slave quarters
“My mother remembered so well going there with her mother to call on Mrs. Lee before the war.  And then in those days that hill that comes down to the water was a plowed cornfield and in the back of the house was the big circle of the negro quarters, cottages close together.  The east room, the great room, was now plastered and behind the columns at the end of the back as you enter were turkey red curtains, stuff called turkey red was brought in by the ships, ballast I guess, very thick, heavy deep red cotton stuff made in Turkey and over the front door was a lion couchant, heraldic, and going up the steps were Hessian soldiers and those were all painted by Washington’s son, Mr. Custis.”
Secondary Sources
CXLIX  Coulling, Lee Girls

--boys room called “LafayetteRoom”

15/  Says boys room at Arlington called the “Lafayette room”

n.b.—no evidence that Lafayette stayed overnight there, though visited several times 
CCCXXXVI
Sherwood, “Washington Before the War”

--Parke painting at Arlington
261/  George W.P. Custis was an oddity, an eccentric.  He had a talent for painting and would cover his walls with his own work.  He showed us a handsome portrait of his ancestor Parke, a favorite of Queen Anne, who had given him her picture, set in diamonds.  ‘Sly fellow,’ said Mr. Custis, ‘he kept the portrait but he sold the diamonds.’.” 

In Notebook--Arlington

--ACL to MCW, n.d. [note says c. 1838—but Annie was not yet born!—more likely Spring, 1858] TPA
--GWPC to “Dearest Wife and Daughter, 10th Sept 1839, TPA

--GWPC to “Dearest Wife and Daughter, 16th Sept. 1839, AHA
--REL to My dearest Mother, Baltimore 22 June 1850, TPA

--Excerpt from MCW diary, Nov. 2, 1853, AHA

--“Arlington House, The Seat of G.W.P.Custis”, Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, September 1853
--Henry Lunt to GWPC, Boston, January 3, 1856, TPA

-- Torrence, Clayton, ed.  “Arlington and Mount Vernon 1856, As Described in a Letter of Augusta Blanche Berard,” Virginia Magazine of History and Biography , Vol. 57, No. 2 (April 1949)

--ACL to Helen Bratt, Arlington, February, 10, 1858, typescript, LFP-WL

In Notebook—US Army

--REL to  Geo W.S. Fly, with list of engineering books, Lexington, Va: 23 Novr 1866, Univ. of Texas at Arlington

In Notebook—Post-War
--MCL to dear Sir, Lexington 12th Sept 1866, typescript, LFP-VHS

--MCL to dear Sir, December 3d 1866, DU

Observations
--Great punch bowl by Thomas Truxton, 1795 “Defender” is now in Mount Vernon museum

